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ADDRESS. 


THE simple object of the society which I am now per- 
mitted to address, is expressed in the 11th article of the 
Constitution, and is in these words : “It shall be consid- 
ered the duty of each member of this society, by his ex- 
ample and by exerting his influence on others, as occa- 
sion offers, to promote the disuse of ardent spirits.” 

I believe it will not be required by this audience, that 
I should go into any labored proof, that there is a very 
extensive and hurtful use made of this article, or that 
something ought to be done to arrest an evil which is 
spreading poverty, disease, wickedness and death, through 
our land. The great question is, in what way can a 
preventative and a recovering influence be put forth, a 
moral effort made to bear with the greatest and Rawaioes 
effect on this point. ; 

We have thought that some good might result from 
associating ourselyes together, and bringing a united in- 
fluence, arising from mutual council and mutual support. 
On this subject it is not strange there should be a variety 
of sentiment and o Mirdetient. We are well aware that 





there is a large body of men who are as sensible of the 


evil connected with the use of ardent spirits, as we can 

be, who are yet not prepared to join with us in this asso- 

ciation. With them we have no controversy, but say as 
\* 
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our Saviour once did concerning certain in his days, 
** All who are not against us are for us, though they walk 
not with us.” We wish success to all their examples 
and exertions, and have no doubt but we shall: receive 
their countenance and support in our well meant endeav- 
ers to promote the temporal and spiritual welfare our 
race. How wisely we or they have judged, or how 
successful our exertions may prove, must receive its 
answer in another and a future day. 

Without proceeding to any particular description of 
the great extent, and the destructive consequences of 
the evil boferred: to, I shall best meet the object of the 
society by noticing some of the more promising methods 
of staying its progress. 

1. The first measure I shall ial ae is, to convince 
men that ardent spirits are not necessary as a common 
drink. 

There does exist with a great mass of the community, 
a strong ce settled conviction that ardent spirits are 
conducive to health, in some employments almost indis- 
pensable, and that in all, they enable persons to per- 
iorm more and endure longer the business and burden 
of active and laborious life ; that they defend the body 
against the dangers of excessive cold, and sustain 
it under the exhaustion of great heat, and that they often 
operate as a security against a vitiated atmosphere and 
contagious disease, While this conviction remains, er- 
roneous as it certainly is, very little can be done to dis- 
suade men from aati. some fombeleiee and some 
of course intemperately. i 

The first effort therefore should hen eplpewae to 
correct the public sentiment. This must be done by 
making them acquainted with the opinion of wise and 
observing men, and especially with that of able and suc- 
cessful physicians ; indeed, with the almost universal, 
testimeny of that respectable faculty, on the subject. It 
is the more important that the opinion of this last body 
ef men shou'd be extensively and individually known, 
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because when the physical operation of ardent spirits 
were less understood, and the dangers connected witl: 
their use less apparent, the medical prescriptions of 
many were calculated in no inconsiderable degree to 
favor the opinion now so prevalent, that a common use 
_of them is favorable to health. But the unsupported 
opinion of this or any other body of men, will not an- 
swer. Experience must be brought in, sLLetiedine drawn 
. from ancaent and modern times, to show that those who 
have possessed the greatest bodily powers, passed through 
life with the best health, performed the most labor, held 
out the longest during great exertion, who have been 
able to endure with the least inconvenience the frost by 
night and the heat by day, those who have oftenest escaped 
unhurt the pestilence which walketh in darkness, and 
every evil disease are not found among those who have 
been used to mingle strong drmk. Especially should 
they be directed to living examples, to men now engaged 
in all the business of active life. To the farmer, who is 
going through all the labor of the summer, and all the 
exposures of winter ; to the stageman, who is braving all 
the buffetings of the storm; the mechanic, who is living 
through all the debilitating effects of his employment ; 
to men of every description, performing their several 
labours ; in short, they should be directed to the living 
world, that they may be able from personal observation 
to judge whether those who taste not, have not bodies as_ 
well clothed with skin and flesh, and ase not as strongly 
fenced with bones and sinews, as healthy and fair to look 
upon, as those who are every day bracing, strengthening 
and guarding themselves by what they consider the in- 
vigorating effects of their water of life. 

By these and similar methods, this truth should be 
brought clearly and prominently before men, that ardent 
Geirils are not necessary to sustain the body under the com~ 
mon labors in which they are engaged, nor to defend i 
against the changes of weather, or any of the various evils 
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to which it 1s exposed. And no truth whose support is 
based on comparison can be more incontrovertibly de- 
monstrated. Inthis way you will reach g great class of 
community, whose habits in drinking have not yet ren- 
dered them incapable of appreciating the force of argu- 
ment, who indeed would be glad to ing the trutl 
cause they are not insensible of the danger to which 
they, in common with others, are exposed. A class who 
drink because they think it necessary, but frequently ut- 
ter the wish, and offer the prayer to Heaven, that they 
may not be overcome, that habit in them may not lead 
to excess, and then excess to ruin. You would reacha 
class of men too, who from the rank they hold in society, 
their good conduct and industrious habits, havea wide 
and powerful influence on the judgment and practices of 
the world, and who, because they intend to act wisely and 
live temperately themselves, would by no means pur- 
posely be instrumental of leading others into sin. 

2. If the expense connected with the use of ardent 
spirits could be brought fully before the community, it 
would have some influence to do it away. 

It may at first thought, be asked, can the community 
need information on this subject ? Does not every man 
know the amount of his own expenses ? Whatever may 
be our first impressions on this subject, it is a fact at- - 
tested by too long and wide experience, to allow of con- 
tradiction, that very few persons are at all aware of their 
expenses in this agticle, till the subject is brought before 
them by the kind interference of others. Like most ar- 
ticles of merchandise, ardent spirits are commonly pur- 
chased in small quantities, at different places, and at dif- 
ferent times, while comparatively few keep any account 
of their current expenses, or put together in one sum, the 
aggregate of their yearly payments, and fewer still sepa 
rate the several items of which this whole amount is Cong 
posed. And from this circumstance they live in great 
ignoraiice of the grand amount of their whole expendi- 
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tures, and more so of the comparative amount of the va- 
rious articles which go to compose it. Hence it is, that 
persons are often so little influenced in the purchase 
they make of ardent spirits, by the expenses it subjects 
them to. Considering the pecuniary circumstances of 
the great body of community, and the regard which they 
must necessarily, and do have, to the cost in all the pro- 
visions which they make for ame ieee where the ex- 
pense is clearly understood, I do not believe that one 
man out of ten, among those who remain strictly sober, 
and feel their obligations to provide for their family, could 
be induced to take his five, ten, or twenty do'lars, and 
in some instances forty or fifty at once, and purchase 
his yearly stock of ardent spirits, And yet these same 
men, because they do not count the aggregate cost, will 
from day to day procure their temporary sapatice till 
the whole amount reaches or goes beyond this great, 
and, considering the individuals who have to pay it, this 
fearful and distressing sum. If the consideration of 
the expense, is to influence men in the use they make 
of this article, their attention must be called to the sub- 
ject. They must be told how much their habits of drink- 
ing costs them from day to day, and from year to year. 
And I must believe, that should this be fully, and fre- 
quently, and kindly done, and in such a manner that they 
cannot hide themselves from the truth, and so frequently 
that the truth cannot be forgotten, it would be followed 
by some beneficial and recovering influence. ‘The con- 
sideration of the expense of other things does and will 
influence them. Or will they have ardent spirits, let the 
cost be what it may ? 

Let men be informed also how they by their expenses 
in this article, often deprive themselves of many substan- 
fial and every day comforts, which even they would, 
themselves, in their deliberate moments prefer. Many a 
man lives all his life in an open, unfinished dwelling, be- 
-eause in his own estimation he cannot afford to put it la 
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repair ; and yet he will drink his rum, and also give it to 
his family to drink, to defend himself and them against 
their exposure to wet and cold, from which his open and 
unfinished, dwelling cannot shelter them; while, if he 
would take the money which he expends for drink, and 
lay it out upon his house, he would be able every year 
to finish a room, in a neat and comfortable way, big fur- 
nish it the next ; and so would in a few years find him- 
self in possession of a comfortable habitation, finished 
and furnished throughout. By the same way he might 
prepare his work without, and make i fit for himself in the 
field. I know an individual, who, by, devoting to the pur- 
pose yearly, for the ten or twelve years past, a sum less 
than is ordinarily expended in a common family, where 
all, though temperately, yet habitually drink, has furnish- 
ed himself with an orchard of some three or four hun- 
dred trees, embracing some of the choicest fruits the 
country affords, and who has not. consumed much if any 
more time upon it, than is commonly taken up in pro- 
curing the spirits in the way they are seperally, obtain- 
ed from a store, at a mile’s distance. 

The money spent for spirits by a family where Mey 
daily and habitually drink, kept at interest, and the time 
wasted away in procuring it, if devoted to any useful 
employment, would, at the expiration of twenty or twen- 
ty-five years, Breueee a very comfortable farm. And 
with many who are now entering upon the stage of ac- 
tive life, the question whether they will ever possess 
houses or land, or other property, will be determined by 
this single consideration, whether they will daily drink 
or will ahaa 

But if the consideration of the expense is to influence 
men in their habits of drinking, they must. be told, not 
only how much their personal gratifications cost them, 
but how much their public burdens are increased, by a 
custom which their own habits and example are calcu- 
lated to encourage and extend. Let them be informed,» 
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and by facts and illustrations spread out before them, bé 


constrained to know and feel, that more than one fourtlz 
of all the taxes a man has to pay is'in one way or other 
brought upon him through the multiplied evils which 
Spring up from indulgence in strong drink. And when 
the mind is yielding to conviction, let the question be se- 
tiously put, whether as long as he gives support to this 
custom by his own example, he can with any appearance 


of consistency complain of his public burden. Indeed, 
“whether he can consider his public expenses created by 


this evil, in any other light than the legitimate offspring 
of his own conduct, an expense in which his own un- 
guarded course is involving him, In this way, constrain 
men to count the cost, and they will reflect before they 


‘buy ; let them consider the costly influence of their 


example, and they will reflect before they drink. 
3. Something would be gained in respect to the object 


' of this society, by a full and plain statement of the dan- 


gers to which men, in’ some of their ‘interests expose 


_ themselves by the use of ardent spirits. 
I am well aware how reckless men are of consequen- 


ces, where their passions and sensual gratifications are 


concerned, and how their self-confidence promises them 


safety, where they feel that others are’ in danger, and 


know that many have fallen. But, though’ all may be 


too confident and ready to venture thoughtlessly on, 
they are not ordinarily prepared to risk every thing. 


’ Where one in a thousand only has fallen a sacrifice to a 
_ particular course, many will still rush heedlessly on, but 

‘some will hesitate. If one in a hundred has been made 
to feel his folly, many will desist. And does it need 


any argument or illustration to convince you that there 
is throughout community full this last proportion among 
those who habitually drink, who sooner or later suffer 
and that severely, in some of their best interests in con- 
sequence thereof? That proportion may not become 
drunkards, nor even exceedingly intemperate, but it is 
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not necessary for a man himself to become an actual 
drunkard in order to his suffering severely under the 
folly of his course, for, has he no ‘health which may be 
destroyed, no constitution which may be undermined ° 
Are there no evil diseases which he is liable to bring 
upon himself, or whose malignity by whatever cause 
originated, may be greatly increased ¢ Has he no 
estate which may be melted away, no fair prospects 
which may. be blasted, no reputation in the world, no 
respect and love of Pica which may be forfeited, no 
mental powers which may be disordered, no domestic 


_ comfort which may be broken up, no children who too — 


early following his example, may become a curse to the 
father ? And finally, has he no moral. and religious prin- 
ciples which may he corrupted, no soul whose welfare 
may be overlooked, no heaven which may be lost ? 

Let the danger to which menin these and other things 
are exposed, who indulge in strong. drink be distinctly 
get before them. Let them be told once and again, and 
often, the number, the aggravation, and all the shameful 
and forbidding circumstances of those evils which the 
use of ardent spirits have brought upon our race, Let 
them be directed to the generous and praiseworthy as- 
pirings of the young, blasted, the well earned reputation 
and influence of the middle aged, all lost, the aged and 
grey-headed, despoiled of all glory. Let them be told 
of the estates which have been wasted, wives and children 
reduced to rags, the thrifty man brought to beggary, and 
the proud possessor of a fine dwelling, anoble farm, a full 
store, transferred to an almshouse. Let them be directed 
to those, who, by their virtues and intelligence, were asso- 
ciated with the wise and good, now become the foul and 


willing companions of the profligate and the base, and 


the man of fine mind, who has become an idiot. 

Let them be told, too, that those who have thus fallen, 
were men of like passions with themselves, and had as 
_much moral principle and self-control, full as much coz- 
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fidence that they should never overstep the bounds of 
moderation, looked with as much abhorrence on the folly 
and sin’of excess, as any of those who are now crying 
peace andsafety, and are still on the way which has con- 
ducted thousands to ruin ! 

Constrain them, indeed, to foresee the evil, for as long 
as men have any remaining regard to their present wel- 
fare, to liealth, reputation or estate, to the condition and 
prospects of their family, to comfort and hope in the 
dying hour, or to the future condition of the soul—a pro- 
per, faithful and animated representation made to them 
on this subject, in a proper spirit, ina friendly and dis- 
ereet way, must have some influence over them. It may 
not and will not save all, but it will save some. 

‘4, Another means, ied o2¢e which e>mmon justice ant 
common safety requires, is, that we treat those who fall 
into excess, as criminal. 

I refer not so much now to their crime in a moral or 
religious connexion, though in this respect they stand 
in a most solemn and fearful relation to Him, who will 
render recompense to those that go out of the way. I 
speak of them as criminal in the relation they bear to 
‘society. By them the peace end quiet of community is 
disturbed, life and property put in jeopardy, the estates 
of the sober and industrious Jaid under contribution for 
their support. The enjoyment of moral and religious 
institutions, at once the glory and safety of the land, 
threatened, and in many places for a time at least, des- 
troyed. And in short, the public are robbed of the ad- 
vantages connected with the industrious life, the good 
example, and able support, which is due from every man as 
& just recompense for the safety and protection, and other 
benefits he enjoys under the good laws of our common 
country. And I would ask whether there is no crime in 
all this, or whether those who bring all these evils on 
society, ought not to experience some retribution for 
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their crimes. How, and in what way the drunkard should 
be punished, I must of course leave to those who make, 
and to those who execute laws, But sure I am, that-no 
government provides well for its purity and safety, where 
the drunkard is not held criminal before its tribunal. 

But though I would not make laws, I will take this 
opportunity to refer to what appears to me a very obvi- 
ous defect in our present pauper laws, by the operation 
of which, the holy and the profane are brought together 
in one house, those who haye resisted all temptation to 
this vice, and who loath and abhor its filthy and pollu- 
ting effects, put into the same room, drawn to the same 
table, and often lodged in the same bed, with those who 
have made themselves odious, as well as poor, by its 
hateful effects. These things I do say, ought not so to 
be. The common feelings of nature, the first dictates 
of our understanding teach us that they should not be. 
‘Those who have fallen into this vice should have our 
compassion, but they should not have our countenance ; 
Jet them be taught, that if they are miserable, the com- 
munity think them sinful. I must suppose there isa 
defect in our laws, certainly a defect in our practice, and 
that the comfortable ‘provision made for those: who have, 
by this vice, ruined their health, and wasted their estates, 
unaccompanied with any thing of a punitive nature, does 
enccurage many in their course of wicked improvidence — 
and waste. For what shall restrain a man who has lost 
«il sense of moral responsibility, and all feelings of hon- 
or and self-respect, from his indulgence, if he can look 
forward to the comforts of our poor-houses, instead of the 
punishment which he justly deserves? What shall in- 
duce the idle and the intemperate to earn and save, if 
the public will provide nothing but comfort for them ? 

Et might perhaps be expected that among the means 
calculated to promote the disuse of ardent spirits, I should 
point out a substitute. Many, no doubt, with the best in- 
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tentions, have done this ; but with the general conviction 
that ardent spirits are not necessary as a common drink, 
that in most cases they are actually injurious, and de- 
structive in many, I must confess I have, and do still, 
think it strange that any should speak of substitutes. 1 
have no doubt but a proper use of those things, which 
please the taste, restore the strength, and refresh the 
weary, a supply of which might be had at a less expense 
than ardent spirits cost, would free a man from much of 
the inclination he has et strong drink ; but to propose 
these as substitutes, I would not. Things which are 
healthful and nutricious ought to be used, because they 
are good for men. What are unnecessary and hurtful 
should be foreborne, because his nature does not call for 
them, or because he will be injured in the use of them. 

I have thus with much plainness pointed out some of 
the methods by which I suppose the object of this society 
may be promoted, and so far as I know the purposes of 
its members, the course they intend to pursue. It is 
by addressing ourselves to the understanding, to the 
moral and religious feelings of the community, we hope 
to prevail. We do not expect to enact new laws on the 
subject, nor even to put in execution those already made. 
it is not our design to distress others, but to save our- 
selves and others, if we may. Neither do we mean 
to hold out to public ignominy any particular class of 
men ; for we do not suppose that any class is so pre-em- 
inently in the fault as to deserve it. The crime has be- 
come general by general participation and general con- 
nivance. ‘There is no pait ef community who can plead 
guiltless here, and it is of the first importance that this 
truth should be felt and acknowledged, for till this is done , 
all attempts at reform will prove only. partial and tempo- 
rary. Branches may be broken off, but the root of the 


evil will remain, and upon the first occasion spring up 


with new vigor and freshness. Let us suppose an effort 


shouldbe made, directed particularly against the distillery, 
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the public houses and shops, where these spirits are nianw- 
factured and sold—you will permit me to ask, whether the 
shutting up of all these would put an end to the evil, 

while the public sentiment and feeling remains abckon: 
tially what it is now ? Nothing farther from the truth- 

Other distilleries, and other shops would spring up, as nu- 
merous and corrupting, and as much frequented as any 
which can be named, and even should these fail, most men 
would become every one his own ldtitlens and the 
houses of all such, the worst of dram-shops. The evils lie 
not much more with the manufacturer and retailer than 
with the purchaser and the consumer. And not unfrequent- 
ly, the man who drinks only temperately is the cause of 
more corruption than many of these places which he with 
others, justly enough condemn, because of the example 
which he sets, rnd encouragement he holds out to this 
vice. AJ plans of reform must prove inadequate which 
are directed to any thing short of common sentiment and 
common practice. The reform must. begin where the 
evil prevails, In the public sentiment, in the public prac- 
tice, let the community be reformed, and those places 
which are represented as sending forth natural and moral 
death will soon disappear. I repeat again, the evil is in 
the public generally, and proportionable im all those who 
by doctrine, example, connivance or otherwise, eneour- 
zxge and support it. With these impressions, the mem- 
bers of this society, when they wish success to all at- 
tempts preperly made to lessen the evil m any of its 
numerous branches, must m compliance with their own 
conviction, address themselves to the intelligence and 
‘moral feelings of all, and endeavor by this means to take 
away both the desire to buy, and the desire to sell. 

There are some, as I have been told, in other places; 
who are opposed to the proceedings of such societies as 
this, because in their estimation, they interfere with 
the general welfare of society, and witb the lawful and 
ihriftful business in which many are engaged, Tf such 
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persons were present, I would say, that if they really 
think that the general and free use of ardent spirits, 
is advantageous, and therefore should be encouraged, 

that if they believe that ardent spirits actually add to 

bodily vigor or length of days—that they open, quicken, | 
and strengthen intellectual powers—that they render 
the moral faculties more distinguishing, the conscience 
more tender, or the heart more open to light and convic- 
tion—that they are calculated to sweeten the endear- 
ments of conjugal life, render parents more wise and suc- 
cessful in the management of their families, or children 
‘more , dutiful, affectionate, and submissive—Let them 
freely and openly express their sentiments, and let them 
drink too, they and their wives and their children to- 
gether, and exhibit te the world an encouraging example 
of the enlightening, moral, and peaceful effects of ardent 
Spirits, ‘and how much they contribute to all the comforts 
of domestic life. Let them do more—let them associate 
together, adopt their constitution, contribute of their sub- 
stance, and put into vigorous and extensive operation, 
all the machinery connected with such a moral effort. 
Let them urge their own experience, if perchance they 
are Raewrers- of its invigorating and recovering powcrs. 

Let them set forth in true and Aively colors the advanta- 
ges which are clearly and certainly derived from the usé 
of strong drink. Let them collect together facts illustra- 
tive and corroborative of the soundness of their principle. 
Let them point out the individuals, ofa shattered consti- 
tution, who in this way have been made robust men. 
Let them name those whose intellectual powers have 
been greatly enlarged. Let them show us the persons 
drawn off from habits of idleness, and from the company 
of the dissolute and the profane, from the table ofthe gam- 
-bler, the lap of the prostitute, or the haunts of vice and 
wickedness of any kind, by the use of strong drink. Let 
them point out the prodigal who has in this way been 


restored to his father’s house—the headstrong son of the 
OR 
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widow, who has, by its recoyering powers, been made 
the comfort, and the support of her that bare him—the 
man of poverty and rags, whom it has clothed in purple 
—the men for whom it has built houses—the land of 
the sluggard that it has turned into a well cultivated 
field. Let them name the noisy, disorderly brawler of 
the streets, that it has converted into a peaceable and 
desirable neighbor—the improvident, fretful and hard- 
hearted eter and father, that by its softening, purify- 
ing and eleyating effects, it has made the kind protector 
of the wife of his bosom, and the tender and faithful 
guide of his children. Let them look into our houses and 
tell the happy secret ofthe family where the woman, who. 
before was immersed in filth, rendered hateful by wick- 
edness, and repulsive by all those forbidding circumstan- 
ces which collect about this fairest part of creation when 
they fall.into sin—who by. the recovering and endearing 
effects of ardent spirits, has become the joy, as well as 


crown of her husband, and the honor and comfort of her. 


rising family. . 
Tn all this, they w ill only act in accordance with what 


is constantly done on other subjects. On questions re-- 


Jating to politics, religion, or to temporal interests, men. 


are in the habit of speaking freely and decidedly, and act- 


ing openly... The constitution of our government sup- 


ports them in doing it, the cause of truth often requires. 


them to do it, And you will permit me to observe, that 
in my opinion, he who presumes to throw any difficul- 


“ties in the way of their doing so, is practically neither a 


friend to his country nor his religion. Let the same 
course be pursued in relation to the subject before us, 


by those who believe the public good is promoted by the 


general and free use of ardent spirits. The question at 


issue is of vital importance, affecting deeply and exten- - 
sively, the moral condition, the physical powers and the © 


possessions of men. Connected simply with this life, its 


importance can hardly be rated too high—-in connexion . 
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with another world, its importance swells beyond al¥ 
description, and connects itself with the final joys and 
sorrows of thousands, who are every year removed in an 
untimely manner from those things which are temporal 
~ to those which are eternal. The question then whether 
ardent spirits shall be used or not, considering the vast 
interests at stake, is a question which calls for the vigor- 
ous and enlightened interference of men. Let those, 
therefore, who are persuaded that their use is connected 
with the public benefit, take those measures which are 
calculated to draw the attention of all to the subject, and 
bring them over to their belief. And to such exertions, 
the members of this society will present no other hin- 
drance but what arises from a candid expression of their 
own sentiments, and the facts upon which these senti- 
ments have been formed. 

And were there those here who suppose that by socie- 
ties similar to this, the craft by which they have their 
wealth, is in danger of being brought to nought, f 
would even add a word of consolation for them. To 
such I would say, that though we do hope to prevail upon 
many of the young and rising generation, not to com- 
mence a course fraught with somuch danger, and at- 
tended with so much expense, as that of using strong 
drink, and though we hope to encourage the middle 
aged aid the old, who have thus far abstained from in- 
dulgence, to continue in their accustomed abstinence, and 
though we are willing to believe that a goodly number 
who have heretofore drank only moderately, and even 
some who have indulged to considerable excess, may be 
induced to abstain for the future ; yet we ais no ex~ 
pectation that the great body of the community will be 
suddenly or extensively affected by’our efforts. Things 
will go on essentially as they have gone before. The- 
temperate will still take their accustomed glass ; the in- 
temperate will gradually wax worse and worse, and the 
drunkard will have all he can obtain, while some _per- 
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haps will drink more than they otherwise would, to sho#¥ 
how independent they are of otir itifluence, and how 
little they regard the opinions, or aré under the control 
of men. The amount therefore of this article consuméd, 
will not be essentially lessened at present, nor the profits 
arising from its manufacture and sale perceptibly dimin- 
ished. Beside, if by our operations sortie are prevailed 
upon not to drink, some perhaps who have been retailers, 
may be led to think they ought no longer to sell. And 
others who would haye entered upon the employment 
may be persuaded to go into business of a different kind- 
‘By this means a kind of monopoly in the manufacture 
and sale of ardent spirits will be secured to those who 
are anxious to make their living in that way. Instead, 
therefore, of dreading the operation of these societies, 
there are some reasons why even the manufacturer and 
retailer should encourage and support them. 

There is one question which I understand is some- 
times asked, which is, Ifthe evils connected with the use 
of ardent spirits, are as numerous and great as they have 
recently been represented, and the dangers connected 
with a moderate use so alarming, why it was not sooner 
discovered, and why do people, apparently of the best 

- understanding and the best conduct, still allow themselves 
in the use of them ? It would not comport with the time 
which now remains, nor the occasion, had I the power; 
to go into a full reply to this inquiry. It may, however, 
be well to observe, that the truth on almost every sub- 
ject of intellectual or moral inquiry, makes but a very 
slow progress in this world. If the subject be a matter 
of investigation, men are slow to find it out. If it be 
the application of moral or religious laws, to the conduct 
of life, the progress is not less slow. How slow men 
were to learn, notwithstanding the various means of in- 
struction, the real character of Christ, and the nature of 
the kingdom which he was to set up on the earth! How 
slow of heart were, even his immediate disciples, to- 
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undeistand the business to which he called and ordained 
them, and the commission that he gave them! How 
slow has the world been to come to the truth and re- 
quirements of God on the subject of slavery ! The ex- 
cellent Newton, for many years after he embraced the 
Saviour with a believing heart, continued in the slave 
trade, without once supposing there was any thing irre- 
ligious in it. Newton is not a solitary instance. Thou- 
-sands, no doubt, in past ages, and thousands in the pre- 
-sent age, with all the additional light which is now en- 
joyed on the subject, are still laboring under a most 
egregious ignorance and unanxious inquiry in a concern 
where so many of their fellow mortals, partakers of the 
same common nature and feelings with themselves, have 
such a deep and heart-sinking interest. With these, and 
“many similar facts in view, can we wonder that the pro- 
gress of knowledge, concerning the nature and effects of 
‘ardent spirits should also be slow, or that in the progress 
-of physical and moral knowledge, on almost all other sub- 
jects, that the hurtful tendency of ardent spirits should 
be much more fully discovered, and the duties and res~ 
ponsibilities of communities in respect to their use much 
more forcibly felt, or that men who have become com 
vinced of their pernicious tendency, should warn others 
against them, or unite their exertions and influence to 
dissuade from the use of them ? 

It is because our attention has, in the course of Prov 1- 
dence, been called by the accounts which we have read, 
and by our own observation more particularly, to consider 
the effect which the use of ardent spirit has on too many 
who indulge in the use of them—on the families of which 
they are members—on the neighborhood where they 
Jive—on the local communities with which they are con- 
nected—on the commonwealth, with whose safety they 
in common with others are interested—on this great and 
prosperous nation, whose glory rests on the moral and 
physical powers of those who compose it; and because 
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according to the most. extensive and enlightened view 

we have been able to take of the subject, we have been ~ 
obliged to draw the conclusion, most of us I suppose 

contrary to our former prejudices and former practices— 

that, as a common drink, they are not. necessary—and 

should therefore not be used. And we are. greatly 

strengthened in this opinion by the united testimony of 
the wise and observant among every class and condi- 

tion of men—clergy, lawyers, agriculturalists, mer- 

chants, drivers of our public stages, civil and milita- 

ry officers, those who go) upon the waters of the great 

deep, and those who labor in the bowels of the earth, 

those who have to bear the cold of the north, and the 

heat of the south—the middle-aged, the youth, and the 

old men, all of whom have by public testimony, given it 

as their opinion, drawn from actual observation, and per- 

sonal experience, that ardent spirits are unnecessary in 

almost all cases, in their physical operation. hurtful in 

most, and destructive in many—and in their moral ten- 
dency exceedingly dangerous in all. 

With this conviction resting upon our minds, we have 
erganized into a society for the purpose already express- 
ed, to use our influence to promote the disuse of ardent 
spirits. Our object we believe to be good. We hope 
and trust our conduct may be wise. We wish not to in- 
jure the property or the good name of any man. We 
act only urder the operation of a full and free convic~ 
tion, that though there may be many partial advantages 
connected with the. manufacture and commerce of this 
article, the general result is disasterous—that while it 
makes a few perhaps rich, it makes many poor—that 
while it mends the morals of none, it corrupts thousands, 
and often hardens the heart of many in religious things, 
whose morals it does not openly debase. As far ‘as our | 
views meet the feelings and sentiments of the public, we 
ask their counsel, their support, and their encourage- 
ment, and we ask the candor and good feelings of all, 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF 


THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING TEMPERANCE, 
IN HAVERHILL AND VICINITY. 


We, the undersigned, being. aware of the great extent 
and dangers of the practice of drinking ardent spirits, 
and lamenting the consequences which it has entailed, 
and is likely to entail upon our country ; and believing 
that something may and ought to be done, by uniting 
our exertions and influence in the promotion of meas- 

_ ures for doing away this great sin of the nation ; asso- 
ciate together, and adopt the following 


CONSTITUTION: 


virticle 1. This Society shall be known by the name of 
The Society for the Promotion of Temperance in Haver- 
hill and Vicinity. 

“Article 2. Any person may become a member of this 
Society by signing the Constitution, and paying twenty- 
five cents to the Treasurer. 

Article 3. The officers of this Society shall be a Pres- 
ident, a Vice-President, a Secretary, who shall also act - 
as Treasurer and Librarian, and four Counsellors, who 
shall be elected by ballot at the annual meeting, and 
shall together constitute a Board of Council for managing 
its concerns. 

Article 4. All vacancies, which may happen among 
the officers of the Society, may be filled by the Board of 
Council. 

Article 5. The Society shall hold an annual meeting on 
‘the first Tuesday of February, at 6 o'clock, P. M. 
Other meetings may be called by the President, by order | 

_of the Board of Council, or by the Secretary, on applica- 
‘tion of three members addressed in writing to him. 

Article 6. At the annual meeting, an Address shall be 
delivered by some person appointed by the Council ; or 
any other measure be taken, which the Council shall de- 
termine, for bringing the objects of the society before 
the public. é 
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Jrticle 7. The Board of Council shall hold a meeting 
juarterly, at such times and places, as the President or 
Council shall direct. Special meetings may be called by 
order of the President, or by the Secretary, on applica-. 
tion of any two members of the Council, addressed it 
writing to him. — 

Article 8. It shall be the duty of the wok of Council, 
to take such measures, as they may from time to time 
deem expedient to effect the objects of the Society, and 
make report of their doings at least once in every year 
to the Society. 

Article 9, Any necessary expenses, that may accrue 
to the Society above the amount of the initiation fees, 
shall be defrayed by an assessment on the members at 
the annual meeting. 

Arlicle 10. Two Auditors shall be chosen at the annual 
meeting, to audit the accounts of the Treasurer, and Report 
at the next annual meeting. 

Article 11. It shall be considered. the duty of each 
member of this Society, by his example, and by exerting 
his influence on others, as occasion offers, to promote. 
the disuse of ardent spiits. 

Article 12, Any member may withdraw from this So- 
ciety by leaving a written notice with the Secretary. 

Article 13. 'T his Constitution may be altered at any 
regularly notified meeting of the Society, two thirds of 
the members present voting in favour of any amendment. : 

/trticle. 14. Whenever a portion of this Society wishes 
4o separate from it, in order to form a similar society in 
another town, the seceding members shall be entitled to. 
their proportion of the funds and property of the Society. 

9! 
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